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discoursing of justice, and its harmony, to use a
modern phrase, with the constitution of man. Thrasy-
machus argues, that whatever is expedient for the
established government is justice. "Whatever the
powerful do to support themselves, that is just.
Socrates, on the other side, proves that what is just
is expedient both for the governed and for them that
rule. The old Bible question of the present prosperity
of the wicked is answered as the Bible answers it.
The inequality in God's ways is not real, but only
apparent. Men who are unjust, and yet prosperous,
are compared to the runners in a race, who do well at
the first starting, but lose in the end, and become
objects of compassion and ridicule. Socrates main-
tains that this is essentially true both with men and
states. The exceptions are few, if indeed there are
any real exceptions. He adds, too, the consideration
of a future judgment, when the judges shall put the
just on their right hand and the unjust on the left;
the one to go upwards, and the other downwards.
The poets were to be excluded from the Eepublic
because of their unworthy representations of the gods;
in other words, the influence of the mythology was
reckoned evil. Such deities as were found in Homer
and Hesiod were not to be worshipped. The people
were to be so well instructed.in righteousness, that
is, in what is right both as to body and spirit, that
they were to require neither magistrates nor physi-
cians. So far Plato's < Eepublic' was a city of God.

But Plato- has to deal with men, women, and
children as they are, not as he intends them to be.
He has to meet the facts, of human life. Man is by